Helical computed tomography characteristics of splenic and hepatic trauma in children subjected to nonoperative treatment.
The purpose of this study was to present the radiological characteristics of abdominal computed tomography (CT) in the follow-up of splenic and hepatic injury in children. Children ( n=24) less than 13 years old who had suffered blunt abdominal trauma and were diagnosed with splenic and hepatic injury by CT scan prospectively were enlisted in the study. The CT was performed immediately after the injury was suspected, and 7 and 60 days after the trauma. The clinical course of the patients was observed (red blood transfusion requirement, associated abdominal injuries, and hospital stay). The splenic and hepatic injuries varied from grade II to grade IV of the American Association for the Surgery of Trauma. The CT showed a reduction in the volume of the injury 60 days after the trauma. In this article the radiological findings will be shown and correlated with the clinical course of the patients. This study shows that CT is advantageous for detecting and grading splenic and hepatic injuries. These injuries can be managed nonoperatively in hospitals where CT is available for the evaluation of pediatric patients.